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LOVE  FOR  LOVE'S  SAKE. 


Hv    llici.KN   Makio.n    Ki'KNHIIIK. 


CHAJTEIR  I. 

"80    that    !•    ovtT." 

A  •tninye  remark  for  •  »lrl  t.>  mak« 
aft»»r  r»^mlln«t  n  U-tter  mforrnln*  Iht  that 
the  man  U>  whom  ahc  hu»  (jt-fii  for  »o»iic 
yyan  cntfuttsl  is  about  to  mtrry  an- 
other !    1 

h'OT  a  moment  hir  ey^*  had  rtaaUiea  irlth 
Singer,  iind  th*-  hot  blooO  of  woun<li>l 
pnde  ha«l  mounted  Into  her  ch»"ek»  but 
after  a  few  mlnut*'*  r«flwttoTi  Vw.inica 
HAmilton  had  to  conf«?<»!i  to  h«rm-lf  that 
■he  woa  not  hwirtbrokt-n  by  the  humll- 
iaitiRit   d«<n«Ttl(m   of    her   reon-unt    lovir 

8h«  wan  lyln«  batk  in  a  hammotk- 
rtHalr  on  the  roof  of  a  homely,  plctun-aque 
board1nir-houiM»  amonK»t  the  Hurrey  hllU; 
to  the  left,  the  purple  Ulackd4)wn  wuh 
quickly  m»'ltln»  into  the  twiljirht  ;  to  the 
rl»ht.  white-tented  Aldemhot  n<i»tled  In 
lt«  shallow  valleiy.  whllmt  faoln»  hw  and 
toucMng  her  glory  of  red-gold  hair  wlUh 
care«rin«  flngwB  flamed  the  rosy  flrea  of 
tlM  surMMt. 

Many  people  had  own<ed  to  being  start- 
led w^hen  Veronica  raliwrf  her  ey»^.  »o 
often  veiled  by  their  long  black  lai»he«. 
One  would  naturally  expect  to  meet  a 
paJr  of  blue  or.  po«»lbly,  light  hazel 
orbB,  with  hair  of  that  color  and  a  com- 
^i*?:**?  '"'*  '^^  '"<'•'  deltoutely-tlnted  sea 
■hell,  but  hers  were  of  the  darkest,  tnomt 
velvety  brown,  with  clear  golden  lights 
in  them,  from  which  the  wpitrkle  of  fun 
or  glow  of  fe«>Hng  waa  Beldom  .awtent. 
They  were  soft  and  liquid  now.  a«  if  with 
un»h«-d  tears,  an  they  gaze»l  dreamily 
away  to  where  a  great  luminous  start 
trembled  out  In  a  belt  of  faint  ro»>  color 
al>ove  the  fading  crlmswin  of  the  sun.set 
1-  .u*^*  "*".'■•'  **^*'  '■*''">  'he  letter  through 
L  i^*v,,**","^'■''*?  '^^■^^-  I«  wa«  not  long, 
and  this  tlniie  her  lip  curled  slightly  as 
ahe  came  to  th«  end. 

"Dear  Vera  (It  ran). -I  have  long  been 
aware  that  our  affection  was  not  niutual, 
not  e<iual.  that  you  never  gave  me  your 
Whole  heart,  a«  I  in  the  old  davs  gave 
mine  to  you  ;  you  only  accepted  me  be- 
cause my^late  guardian,  your  poor  fath- 
er desired  It,  and  you  cared  for  no  one 
fon^  oo.^'"'*'  J'""  should  h.ive  married  me 
T>^,f?int*^°^  *^^"  ^  desJred  it,  in«t«id  of 
putting  me  off  and  letting  me  s«>  that 
the  exactions  of  my  love  wearied  jmu 
irue,  you  gave  me  your  word  to  mam' 
me  one  day,  .-jnd  I  know  that  sooner  or 
^ter  you  would  have  kept  it.  but  an  un- 
Willing,  or  at  best  a  lukewarm  bride,  my 
»we«t  cousin,  ri„es  not  satisfy  a  man  with 
u^I""  ■■^ff^^tlons  like  mine.  *  Y,  "hU  ed 
«ol.r''"'*^  me.  and  now  it  shouUi  n^^ 
■upprise  you  ver>-  much  that  I  .im  writ- 
ing to  give  you  back  the  .promise  >-ou 
a^^Illf  "  K"}"/  father's  presence  veara 
ago.   and   to   tell  you  thnt   i   a-"   ^-.^^o~^5 

i^h„*  , ''*"-^"''^"'    *^"'l    warm-heaTrt^Tglrl 
Who    loves    me  as   I  desire    to    be    loved' 

IB. 


and  to  whom  I  ^m>e  u>  tw  united  in  a  few 
We«'ki.  Vou  know  hi>r.  Veia—lt  IH  ••■ilwl 
Vincent,  and  iihe  and  I  iioth  hop«  i.  1 
you  will  connldi-r  uh  your  fn.na«  a»  you 
and  I  are  Htm  c<iu»ln*.  And  I  n«Hsl 
•earcely  luld  that  nhould  the  ln<k>pendent 
•pint  I  have  so  much  depUjred  In  you 
permit  of  your  doing  »o,  I  deiiire  you  to 
ramemlH^  that  I  shall  always  be  glad 
ind  willing  to  give  you  all  cous'niy  aid 
w<hen  you  need  such.  I  know  you  wlU 
w<l»h  me  every  liappin^tw  In  my  appnxkcih- 
ing  marriage,  and  beg  you  to  rfgard  me, 
Oear    Vera,   as 

"Vour  always  warmly-attachwd  cousin, 
..„     .,    .  ,  "Oeoftry   Hamilton." 

So  that  Is  over  V  the  girl  repented,  as 
■he  slowly  tore  the  letter  acr»)s<»  and 
acroits  into  the  tinl.-.st  shre<lji  ;  then  gath- 
ering them  up  »he  walked  t.>  the  raJlln* 
ppotwting  the  edge*  of  the  roof  and 
m-attered  them  down  into  t)he  bracken 
and  ling  which  grew  clone  up  to  the  back 
of  the  house. 

"Hallo.  tht«re  !  8,)me*>ody  m>e«na  to  be 
raising  a  -nowstorm.  or  are  we  g«>lng  to 
have  a  ghostly  paper  chaae  ?  ■  called  out 
a  mellow  young  voice  below,  and.  some- 
what   startled.    Vera    retreated      to      her 

"Some  stranger  must  have  arrived  " 
fsf,  'Ijou^ht.  "but  surely  I  have  h«apd 
that    voice,    or   one    precisely    like    It.    be- 

i^unA  A"i?   **'^"   "'"^'>'   ''■"m  »he   back- 
ground of  her  memory  grew  out  a  face  in 
connection    with    that  *volcet-he    ruddy 
h^    |j,i*  J^  "'  a  young  cadet   whom  she 
^•^  J"*^  f"*"*"    '^"■ee  or    four  y«irs   nre- 

vo.^n^"v,*^r*'  '*Pr".  ""''  evident  de- 
votloij  to  the  l>eautlfu  H-iress.  Mlsa 
Hamilton,    had    been   the     -au^e   of   muc" 

J'e'^'giriVTrtH':"'  "■"""'  '*>"  '^'^*"^  °' 

sei/- "••*!?' Jr'"'!*';'*"""'  """  '«"'  to  h«r- 
hT.v  '  whV.r'"/J"*  J'**  '*^'  "''■•'  Campbell 
\Vh:.t  .  T„/'r*"'''C  disliked  .■«  much. 
>\  h.U  a  dear  Ixiy  he  was.  and  what  a 
han<l>|ome.  prr.ud  mother  he  had  '.  How 
well  I  remember  how  I  used  to  ran*  ju 
the  impertinent  implicationfl  of  her^ne 
and    manner    when    .*he    perpetually    dis- 

her'^m  "to  '^^/'^'"<l'"-'i'!^h«he  Intend^ 
m  r  .*)  1    to   make,    and   r«K;ounted    to   var- 

long   to    the   future   bride   of    'a   CamtVbell 

?   wo'S'i^-   if"T  f"^  mouthed'  th«r^t' 
'ponder    If    Ma*ter    Rotoln— yes      T    am 

para«^n^".t^'^T^^"  name-ha/ found  h?S 
paragon  y^t  7  I  fancy  he  would  rmko 
Wsown  choice,  in  -spite'of  hirfady  mo^th! 

hJ!^^^>  t-Uisping  her  hand*  under  her 
he:ul  Veronica  let  her  thoughts  drl f t  ba^k 
thi  illf?  ^^^  P"-?*-  'i"  "he  sat  on  w-hile 
the  soft  summer's   twilight  encircled   hir 

♦  „'^,^*'  "J''^  ^^^^^  »'  a  wealthy  Intelleo- 
tual  and  somewhat  hypochondria^:  cou^: 


try  K.nl Lilian.  .!,.•  had  n.vir  U.n  „„. 
ar.il.M|  ri-.,m  (i.^-  ralhir  iii,i,|  n,,.  ,i„y  ;,, 
hlH    ili-alh    alM.iit    a    yiiir    |>|.\  i.Mi.,|y       t h.  V 

WUi     IM-.I,     .SrlJIM,,^;    ,„     ...,,,,    .,,,,/•       ,,„> 

II... n,..r  I.  ..I  .l,.,|  at  h.-r  l.iith.  iMit  *,  ,,.,. 
r.-i-t   l.a.l   l...n   111..  ...iii|«.i,„,iii.liii.  t,.tH.,n 

"I'.ii.lMK  II.-  Ki.,il..r  part  ..f  ti,,.  v.ar. 
{'•• rally    aihl    In    full t.nt       t    luJ.r 

S«uil.l.iil,     Mr.     Il,iiiii||,,ti    ainn-ar.-il       to 
^"^,  ,"•""■'.'•«•    ■"tV"!     U,c.     futur..    ,1       (vJ 
aunit.r^      II..   tiiul  a    w.sik   li.apt,   aiiU  I,.-, 
cam..    «ul.J...t    t,.    aua,k«    ,.f      |l  ,         a    .1 

iJ.iiY  ..     f,.„rrry   Matnilliin,    v»h..  Iia.l.   Mi..ta- 
[''Yf .;'"","■""""    ,  *'"""n:    lMn.l..,i,i.,    ,a  - 

II.        Ill      lll\l-      Willi      Ili.S      I'liUHllI        Will,     Mil       iu   I- 

fr.uiir"''sr'' !"  !'":••  "'*  "■•"t-t.u.,;;^  J;' 

Wilv     Iff    Ti    n'"l-   '"*"^'''-.    •'    «-«nn.   .,.u. 

a  ir  u^!iz,r'fi::  !::^^/Vin;"''^  "^f 

p';;;;:;';;'" ;.tn  ""l*^'":"  "t'^  ''•"'"  ••"  •! 
^.nt,vrtt'ff::.Ti\,^''VVn;r-l'T-  '>'r ""- 

Place   shprnnl,^    "1.-    .■nK:.-..K..ni..nt    took 
tion  to  hoatow  on   Inn  f'li.-.nli  affec- 

."l7inp    hVilui    '^,  ','"•    '"^"^"'^i'"'    ^-Ith     i  is 
miad      Wis     nnlv     /  >    1  '>f"*  >  "I*-'  "fi  li!s 


T(»y    w..r.     at    Ht     Mnlo    wh^n    th..    ,.n.l 
•Mrii..       Mr     II  uu.lt..f,  iva.l  .li.Hi  .,,,1,.  ,,",' 

tW'lT.  "'.'""■•*  "'  ""•  "•-.>■<  on  th.. 
1^  "..'»"■  '''■ly'"""-''  '"r  '.on...  a  v.ar 
■iKo.  I  .offry  IkmI  tift»trn«l  to  In*  l.iok.n- 
l.mrt.«i     roiuiti      ami     |>.rr.  fn.  .1     I'        .,1 

utiiio»t  kii..|M.K«  an.l  .•orM.l.l.-rution  an.l 
tl..n,    to,„.|,...|    ,,j.   i„.f   «,rr„w   an.l    Ion.  Ii- 

..nT!!'  ',"","."""••  I"  I.I"  inipiilmv..  ra,lu.,n 
.-nti...  ..,1  i,..r  to  marry  hun  at  or..-,  an. 
Kiv«  K'm  tli.  ritfht  to  .•onif,.rl  an.l  ,ar.' 
r..r  hit-  Mut  hIk'  woiiui  ,,niy  »n,.  |,|,„ 
♦..T  wonl  to  .lo  ihiM  w.h..n  tl...  rH'n.Ml  Vf 
mourn. nif  f..r  h.  r  futh.r  «liou!-l  l«.  „v.t 
*..  I.avinif  lal.l  il,..  ivmam-M  ,.f  |,i»  unrlM 
t.i   r..«t    III   II...   I».a.ti,f„l    ii,ii«!.|..  .,  iH.Ii.Vv 

>.  nnti   with  w,,,,..  natural  |«..|u...  i,.ft    hU 

.ri.l.^,.1,..,    ,.,  iiv..  .,„t    ,h..   |'.in..|>;   mont  » 

of  moui-nin^  ai.  ^ih..  .I«.m,n.,|  ""'I'w 

..^  ^'.T**  '"■  •*"  ''"'!•  "  «.x'on<!  Mow  fHI 

up..n    \..rn,    whlrh    .-xpUlmM    the    ap.Mtr- 

•  •nllv    ..an*.-!.,,    «nxl..|y    an.l     iin.»aw  i.-«ti 

.I.M-I..y.-.I    l.y    h..r    faih.r    ilunnK    th.-    ht»? 

y,■ilr^  „f   hi«   llf...     Th..   fainilv    lawy..r  Tn 

w ho*.    han.U    had    always    lain    th.-    lU" 

liK-      or    Ih.-ir    afralix     wrol..    t..     .-onv'i-y 

.,'.;      r_       '    •'"••""'n'lii'K    >t.l.lli«rf.n,-«.    tliuJ 

h..    foptun..     w-hii-h.    toK'.ih,.r   with    thHr 

...fc.v.Hl    an.l    l..siutiful     h.-uiM-.    ha.l    l.„.n 

l.;ft    iinr..s.rv...lly    t..    h..r«.ir,     pr,. .11. 'ally 

«1i.l   t,ot   ..xl-t.     t.n    l.ioklt.K   .nt,,    afTairs    It 

wa.>,  ,|.,«,.„v,.r.Kl   that,    in    tl„.    ho,«.   „>    ,„- 

■  ton  l:a.l  f,,r  «.,ino  y.  .,rn  paxt  .H|.....iilat...l 
!ti  tnln.iiK  Hha.v«.  ||..  wa«  ....  l,imin..«K 
man.  an.l  lUtl-  by  li.tl..  hm  .-an,...!  .hI 
n  t..|  away.  Th.«r..  w.n-  l,aMlitl,.H.  too. 
wh.-h  Inv.ilv.Hl  t.l..-  Kal..  of  th..  ..mat.- 
ami  wh.n  all  w.i«  K..,t|...|.  ,>,„r  Wni  In: 
M.-...I  .,r  li^HiK  a  .•olishl.ial.l..  h..|tvss 
found    hi.rs.lf    ti,,.     ,H,H.s...«s.,r    only    .,f    a 

Sdi,  r,";:;',^'- ^■•— """K   .,..»...■  «ixty 

liH.ifrry'M  foi-tun.'  WM.M,  how."v..r,  saU>  ■ 
l.i.H  un.l..  had  tak.n  K.-..I  ..an.  .,f  that' 
and     on     .-arning   th.-    --lat..   ..f  aff.nrM     he 

P.itl.y.  i...n<.|iidinK  with  a  va>fii..  ..ff.-i-  ,,t 
assi.Htan,...,  sh.mld  sh..  n.M-d  It.  I.ut.  r-aih- 
♦T  to  V  ,.r,i  M  surpris...  nui.l..  no  furth.T 
.•*ii»fK-.sti,,n   .,r    iii.n....I,.,r..    n.atTla»rr. 

V..n,ni..a    lla,iillt..n   was   n.it   th..   nattiro 

.    I,..  ,.|.i,f.h,.,l  by   thi.s  kind  of  misfortune 

In    lo.<.lnsr    h..r   fath.-r   si...    f..|t    tl„.    worst 

li.n.l   ha|.t...n..d   that    roul.l    befall   h-r.   .in.l 

1..   sul.s,.,,M,.nt    |,,ss   ,,f   h.ini..  ami    w.alth 

w  '   oC"';'r   """"    ''''■■  ''■"  ""    "nb..a|.;,bl,. 

low.     On  th..  ..nntrary.   It  stunR  h.-r  into 

t.h.^  .-alutary    n..cr-.,.sity    of    ...x.-rtin*.'    lu'r" 

••My  d.nrllnK  fathor  travf  mo  a  f,.rtun<> 
in  my  ..duo.ntion."  .sh,.  ...lid  to  th.-  sv  nV 
P.ath.tic  ol.i  l.iwy.T  ■•Kv.>rv  tnl..nl  Ip.,*- 
sf«.s  na.s  bfon  d.-vlop^.d  and  tr.ain  ,1  to 
tho  i.tmo.^t.  r  sh.-.ll  hnv.^  no  .iifii,;"!  v  n 
■arnlnR  an   ir,d..p..n<if>nrv..  and.  al  h.  , ir-I   I 

''p.'..!.   m.\.  ta.=:t<s  .ir..  sinifilo  •• 

Vor'^''f  ';,T'r*;  ""  ','j:"''  '"  "'•"<!"»:  In.iuiri,.s. 

of   h.-r    f     '„-l."'''V"^-.i''''*"^'"   ""■'^'"   months 
nr    1    1    f.itli.-r.s  doath.    in    th.-  positi.m   ..f 

rt^i    y    K-ov.^rm-ss    and    .....np.-.ni  m    t  ,    tlio 

moth.-.r!f.ss   da.ierht*--r  of  ,i   K.-n-"man    liv 

'HK    in    tho    neiKhho,-h.,,Hi.    alniosr  witilln 


;t 


thr 


I  sky 

Invr 


o'or- 


thut 


ii.iir 


«i»til    nf    ih.     nU-uwmt,    hoin.  ly    (nKimlinrf 
t..u..    in    whi.l,   ,h.    h..,|   Ml... I..    l„.r  h..i.,r 

v;    *  ■'.'?"  '''"■  ''•"'  "'"'"'  '  '•  *  '^">''  .It  tt.. 

M."pr    lluiiM.   Milh   h.r   f.tlh.r.  ..ri.l   It    li..,| 

irijti.l.i..-  ihjii  »»„•  .11  .,ri.  .■  -.Hiicht  it  .Mil 
wh.n  <  .if.irii.t.irii.  «  .>I>|ik<><I  h.-r  i..  ilh.l  i 
t-..ni  ii.iirTh..  HM.k.n..  »h.r.-  I,,  r  i.iipil 
r..«!,l..|.  atij  ..x.-.^.t  r..r  th.  ..(,u|,„«  J,,-. 
r..w  nf  ,..r  1,>,«,  II  wiK  n,,l  .,,1  utih.i'iri.y 
or  uttmit:»f.ul..iy  lir..  ((...ffry  «(,..  .,  ,,| 
n..  »:-n  r„r  MMny  inuntlo.  ,..,.(  th-  Kr,»l- 
I  railing  ..ft  ,„  hi«  |,.ti..t^  l,„.|  ,.,,.«.l 
n«'r    tni    uruM»iii«.j()4. 

r-vV!.',''-    """""    ""»"    MuriK-l    int..    .l.Mi, 
hi-r    fr..ni    the         ,.»(,.    „f    w,,.„„     ,,,  ',, 
|..-a*m     (h..  h-.u..    wa,  full,   ;,^  ,i;..v  «,n  1" 

ri.u^.t     ,h.    r.fra,n    of  I      p.,pular      Imv!. 

"Whrn  truutde  ur  worrow 

ia»t«. 
l»vf.    r..r    l<)v*»'ii    aako    !■ 

lAltl." 

— rep.at.tl  ov^r  and   ()v«»r  ,-i«ain 
«i-  .Vl'"';.^..""""'"      "fi**      <-otnri...nt.-,l 
nioiiil.       That   IS  my  .►wn  .ipini.-n    hut  not 
y..ur..   n.y  «-„,Ki  Courtn   C}.,>frry     ■■  nam  y 
not  yiiurx  miinj 

hnll'M."    1*'"^  "rwanK    up.    an-1.    f..iu,fiK   h.-r 

and  w.nt  ,l..wn  th«  »tf«>p  «t.,pK  t.,  h.r  .  wn 
h.M|r,.,n,-a  ...mfurtable  ,>n..  ..n..uirh.   l.mK 

«JJi  5  "P '^» '"'•'her  ^nd.  and  mU^ p^kTy 
tl^ml^y.t^  vnri..u«  beI„nK-inK«  l.rouRlT 
from   hftr   own    hi>m«--chl...fly  h-r  f,ith.-r« 

fK^'T.,  'J"'^'"«  '^1"  '•™'"'  t.i  pull  wn 
th.-  I.linds  hpforo  liirhtinK  h.-r  <.n  N  X. 
£;^'"f^'„f*«rht  of  a  tall  t{5ru.r;.,t'irrr;„,7^'; 

^?.  "I'''  u** '■'/''•  '^"'^  <h.-  .Ham.-  m,.ll  "w 
^ni.'^ .  "'Jr  .^•■"'  ^"''^'■'1  '•arli.T  in  th.>  .-vV^* 
l^g    tr..l|..,|    out    th,.    hauntinx    r..fm  n  T^f 

^'"''^.^su"'"''"'"    '^'**'    "    "''•    '"^■'-    'hat 

CHAPTER  II. 

On   slippinfT   Into   thf'   )»oat      boaMn     hf-r 
frlrndly    ho.Ht,-»s    at    tho    br.-..kfa«t    taW^ 

ne.r.s    hy    ria-ht    of     ocy-upatlrvn.      Wronlc-i 

to  h.-r  In  tho  .wpraw  Ihr  hnndwritinir  .,f 
h«>r  pupil.  Molly  InnJ»  :-"FatJior  ,■  v«  I 
am   to  havp  a   holiday  t<vr  oA-Vyv^.  Tha^ 

^rl.      .ind    fhp    npxt    dav    l.s    Sunday     »^ 

r,iL  ^"''l^  '  •^?"  im-iKino  your  happj- 
whTlo'^dTy^*  ;'?.'^  -"'^  «'  >•""'•  '"•-^•f"-  ''"■  two 

S^.'i^'^l-^' '■■*',  M'-^rfn.  "Some  xu.-^s  iir- 
nvPd  th.TP  la.st  nixht.  and  1  am  to  ar- 
commodate  onip  of  thero  • 
o..'l^'^'  ^i'f"'  '*T>pak«.  of  th*.  arrival  of  an 
aunt  and  cousin,"  r«num«d  Vera  ••>?," 
w;>.«  full  f,f  i,  y^rterdav,  and  .she  N  to 
have  a  holidav  in  th«.i'-  ko^..-  <."-..  ..  • 
..*iuh   ,1   lovely   day.    I   shali   enjoy  a" hol'i- 


-liv.  I...  *Jh  m,  «k.t.h-l««,k  for  a  .-.►tn- 
JMi.u.n,        ,„.|    th.-n    .1,.     Kl.,n  .d    „„",?.« 

-m...   „..»    ,.rnv:.l«  U.^l    n.ifht.  .,n,|  ..,,«,  , 

•i.M.-.l  in  .i  i,,».-r  Ion,. 

Iimfi''',!"?  ',>■"""•'  '|-I>;'-w  of  Sir  Jrtm.-i. 
llililH      \n    t.i    h.(\..    ,1    l„-.J    h.Tp    for     i     r.«K 

"..t  |H,  hit,,  up  ;,,  Th..  tin.ck.-,,-  ^  ti  j« 
..  ..UMll  „„i^...  v,o,  know,  and  h.-  M.nt  .11 
of  him'"      '  """"      ^^■"  "•'""  "'-^   ""'*'. HK 

...  I  i'"""'  Ivy*'  *"^"  fni»u»k..n,  th..ri  ■■ 
"ii.l  \.r,i.  I  ,-,.rt,iiinly  thouifht  I  h.-.inJ 
.1      ...W    Voic        W..II,     I     will    Im    off    M..V,  ".' 

^k.-rhinn  '■"•  '■"''  ''**'^  *  '""*  "'■"■iiinuii 
Anil  .olU-riinK  her  mal.-rlal,.,  V.^a  »,.„„ 
art..,^.u-.U  mounu.1  1,..,  hi-y.-l..  Tn.l  «." 
out  oil  ..n  .  xp.i|it]..n  of  .»..m..  mil.-H  Th.. 
imni.,|ial.-  n..iKhhorh.w,d  ..f  Kirholi.' b.-uu- 
:/''  •!"  '}  '""1"iiM..aiy  w.i,.,  did  not  ;,,K. 
I>..ir  t.i  b<.  V.  ry  jKiuilal.l.  .  ..v.n  lo  In 
.u.,.it,.ur   .,f   V,.ra'«   ,kill      .s,  r.ippy    •  t.,t^" 

'.  ^,r  . ,.  i  ,'.'iV"'  '":''■  .*'"''  ''•"Kirr..und»  of 
n'«ir  aiKl  hill  in  th.-  f.iir.-Ht,  m..»t  irlowinir 

hill  h.yon.I  hill,  pi.-turemiu,-  .ottutf.-w 
.^,'"^'      ,f"'      t'r-wn-fa.„J    Vu^ii,.;  '"^^.^j 

v«I1p,  ,n  th.,H*.  ..v.r  .mn.-.-  h.r  .,rr  v  1^1  -.n,! 
h.r  .Mk..tf-h.|H,oki,  w-r..  full  of  th7„  •••Th.. 
<  iMfam-s  h..r...itv,utsi  .i,,..  iw.rf.^-t.'  „  wun- 
d..rinK  artist  ha,l  .,i,m■r^l<i  u,  h^r  "ai^ 
.►n..    ran    K,t    d.-!  ,-ioim    de.iach».l    bits   ?^ 

t^^:""*"*- J'"'-  ''"«  """""how  on.'  fate 
in  K.-ttiinr  thftm  towfther  f..r  a  lari.U*' in" 
of  any  extent."     AihI  then  t«.  ^.a,    .i^.k.'^;^ 

IXLlr^ted  ..  «u<'.c..iwful  picture  f,.r  the  Acad- 
emy, anil  It  was  thi.s  »Tiot  which  Vera  h...l 
n.m  ma,l..  up  her  mimi   to  v"^t  ^^ 

«he   w.iji   a   fMirl.'wn   and    xnu-.-ful   rid^r 
.jnd  mad.^  a  pretty  picture  l«.rs,.|f  ,ii  «7,e 
n..w    alonK   in    the   clear  irolden   sunli  J^  f 
turnin,!  h.-r  h.-^.d    f.n^m  «ide  ti,  .X  \f   li 
keen  ..njoyrnent   and   artimic  am>reclaU,  n 
of  the   now  iK'autiofl   that   came     nto    vIm! 
nt  mery  turn  of  the  U.nx  wh    e  ro-.Il     T^ 
l-n{rth  «he  left  the  Ion*  ?aM,.;';eh  ml  h4 
an.l    exclaim«l   .-ulmirlnKly   .-it    the   h.ve^U 
ne««  of   the  seene  th..t   w'w  pn-sentfil   I- 
self.    w.,.«l.    water,    hill    and    valley     with 
here    and    th«.re    a    red-ronf.xl    farrnh.mfle 
and    ev.^rywhere    the    bn.cken    .'in  l^^xl 
-pu.s  mass..M  of  heather  In  full  bloom    The 

X  niXr  J""''  "'"^  "^  .-'ntiRf.u-tinn  a^ 
«he  pushed  her  machine  u.p  a  sliirtit  In- 
cline., and,  s*vatin«c  hw.self  in  a  c?imforn- 
'i  nt"';."''  '"  '^''  »fateful  shadow  .rf^.me 
or  llrk'''    P^^P-'^'-ed    for  a   bu.^-   monring 

So  ah»ort)M  wnn  ..the  in  hfr  f.i.*-inatinir 
occup.ati.^n  that  more  thnn  two  ho  .rf 
Mn'^f.rl  ^''^'■''  "*'♦'  '"^a'""  con«^'iou«  of 
;,?^^T^  ^'"t  •  ■"*  '•'""'*  Pa.s«inK  over  the 
sun   oblisred    he.r    to    pnu.ne    for   a    minute 

?r«1,  '',1'^"^^  cnrrias*.  drlvinx  alo^"Th; 
ni^  iVr^  ^T  ■•»"^"ti'>n.  for  .'^he  nx:oK 
.^Lh  V,  n  ^'t  helonpin*:  to  The  Brackerm 
and  Molly  innis.  seated  beside  an  elderly 

Insrly  acknowledKinir  the  preetlnif  v' ri 
consulted   her  watch.     If  Ti-n,,  ^"^i.  yj.^:l. 

rn^'"i  "'r  '!";'  ""'iKin*^.  and  with  n  lontr- 
■tiK  look  at  her  almost  completed   sketch 


■ho  «aih*rM  up  har  b«k>n4rlnct.  and  wm« 
BUi<'in«  lh»m  In  iIm'  Ixtskot  iktturhml  to 
hrr  l»M  jrcl*.  whon  arwutnv  nMM.<hitif  wttirt' 
''*«**   •'«•»«.    fnvBiii.p**!    in   «   <<i»uil    of 


^^'. 


I  will  l«t  ihii  rid  r  pMM  lN>fiir«  I  «h 
under  w«ich.  atm  thduaht.  '<»r  I  «wtll 
bm  •iimth,r»«l.  •  MnU  llicn  u  •hi*  »looU 
Mill*  itn  thv  irBMi,  rt>«uiy  lo  rmmnt.  li 
•iruck  h#r  ih«t  Umr*  «««•  iH>mt.|hln«  fn- 
mitluT  III  (ht*  fac'H  and  rt«urr  <»f  Wi».  up. 
pn>it4'>iin«  oifrlint,  «  uil  yoitnv  ntan  In 
ll«IU  IwrMla  aiiil  ,t  vtru.w  tuit  with  « 
r«ir.  hundaiitnf,  Nuntiurm  fHtr  M«  tflam- 
•«<l  at  Vfrii  with  •l4tritMl  ourloaiiy.  afrni- 
in«  iin.»hl*  io  withdrHW  hia  fym.  whili> 
hl«    ni.c    nuAhx^l    with    «uri«rl»«-    utidfr   ila 

•  nj  h«-aiiii(iniily  to..k  ojf  hi*  hat 

i  WH-a  not  nkiatakrn  ;  It  la  r»v»llw  RiA>in 
Cnmph..,,  naui  VVmi  to  hfr»f>ir.  aa  iih* 
|rm<^fully  return-d  thr  youn«  nuin  • 
«>w  And  hi"  f vidt-ntly  rrtMi^nlt**  m»  ■ 
but  ahp  imniwliatrly  turntMl  awi.y.  ntid 
t)..iw,m..  Intent  >.n  iidJuatinK  hir  akntch- 
DooK.  and  ltol»in.  fwimg  no  prHtiumci^ 
numt  to  atop  and  afMtik,  n.d«  off  with  a 
•oinewlutt    diaappointwl   mr 

i.-J!'?*' J"^*'  '"**  '"^»»»ht  Miuiti^  lUvbIn 
hem.?  How  W.-U  I  r,-m.-m«,w  him;  I 
wond.T  it  h..  I.  Ha  nloe  an  hf>  uw^  to  b.."' 
Ur-  i^'""""?"'  '•*■  earpfully  k«>pinir  her 
dl»tiinc.'.  Kh.-  api-d  in  Ihr  attm*  dlrvotlon 

Httvinir  r»-«ulM.d  th,.  Moor  H-mim.  juat  In 
urn*  for  lufK'hwon.  V^ni  run  upirtnir*,  iind 

^1."1'k'^*"  **•*  """  *»"»y    '»'«'    th.. 

PMrt,   whffl.  on  mnrrffinc  from  hw  nxmi 

anothfr   door   waa    h«-illy   flunv  o,«n   at 

rn  J«R?o"'iT  ""1"'  "      corridor,  and  Mr 

M^?t?«'.h'!.'"r^  .•*';'*'"  toward,  her, 
Mfftlnir  thua  face  to  face.  It  waa  Imixiw- 

»h«  held  out  her  hand  with  a  amile. 

"Thfn  It  la  reiilly  you  !"  h**  <>x(>tiilmf><i 
eajTBTly  hut  with  alUt  oonfualon  ali^iV'at 
a  ioa«  ..^  to  nddrt'iw  her  'I  felt  I  ould 
not  be  ml««ken  Juat  now.  une«pect«.tl 
!.!~  „,  lir.""?  .*"•  ''"'  '  *»"  "'•«  'lull.. 
tijr  ^L?r2l  ^.*"*'  *'""  recornlied  me-that 
y«u  dealred    to    renew   our   old    arquiiint- 

«Jm^l*"••..!^''"•'''   ynii  ••■    re«lle<rl    Vera 

Mr^'^^rnVbHiS"'""  "'    '*>'   *"«••   "'»"-• 

^Hk'^'"*  ''*■*"  *"'*'  '"y  nio<h«»r-you  re- 
J?.^^^''*^  '??.':/■««*'«'«■  ?->a«t  nl»ht.'  he  re- 
turned.  ^-Wr  are  looking  for  a  houae  In 
i!l-  ,"^"f»'»""'hood.  We  have  been  V^aeS 
^yVK^""..""'!?'"*      '^y  mother  Ja  atayhiB 

off  there  now  to  luncheon,  but  they  cart 
put  me  up  at  nlirht.  ao  Mlaa  Manen  rvea 
nve^a^room.     And  you  ?     You  are  ataying 

"I  a«>  living  here.  I  am  governeM  to 
^Im'^S'"*^.^'".''-''''  'J'-'UKhter,'  .,„ld  Vera 
M:lm ly.  "But  you  will  be  late  at  The 
flff^fP*-  an<l^we  shall  no  doubt  mee-t 
W^%„  n.M  '*".  dlsmiasod  him  with  a 
t^^^hi^'i*:  ?"''  "'  f«rewell  a«  she  en- 
itXm— ."'^   dinin4i.nx.m.     una,ble    to    help 


V#«i  HAmi.loiv  my  Miaa  Hamilt.m. 
ir  ah*  b*  aiiu  unmarriMl-my  •ouain 
Molly  ■  «.iv»rn«i»a  r  *  llohin  wtta  miittei' 
in»  u»  himarif  iia  he  flrw  ulorut  ihi-  white 
55™  «h*«  divided  Ihr  M'hir  ll.oian  fr»im 
.  _  Hr-u-liena  ■Wh.U  an  im^omeivable 
turn  of  fortuni-  »  wheH  •  Why.  hej  faih 
•r  W4a  aa  rtih  ua  Crofaiia.  und  INit  «»«• 
■In-  thrtt  aliindoff  lltimllton  f.llow  ahe 
waa  en«im«i  to-  -  Well.  I  muat  pump 
"*''",..'*'"•"*    •*"■       What    will    the    mum 

Vera  did  lutl  iwek  h<r  rftrnnt  on  thi 
rr»if  that  evrnin«  Mh.'  wua  rr.<«  to  loin 
the  houat*  thirty  or  not  im  .he  pl.Hiaml. 
ami  «Hii»imieM.  when  miy  •iM-ially  plrtta- 
ant  or  inierefiting  intJMtr  t>inpt>d  ti.r.  or 
wni«n  one  of  the  nuwu  ui  or  drunuiKr 
evi.riin«a  ao  fr.<iu.ntly  ir<>t  up  by  t.i,. 
vialt.rra  tiHik  pline.  ahe  reriuiinwl  in  the 
«lrawln«-n»om.  but  ua  ah>-  h«i<l  the  <  holre 
2£  *'*"  ■".'■  '^'^'  Pl»n»"nt  r.-tr..<itB  where 
»h«  could  enjoy  prlviuy  .ukI  feel  heraelf 
at  home,  ahe.  aa  a  rule,  pr.-ferr.-d  u  book 
and   h«r  i>wn  aiMiety 

nclln...1,  anil,  (hough  ahe  ,ii,t  not  oonfeai 
It  even  lo  heraelf.  ahe  fekt  iin  Inward 
.•.►nvlcllon  that  the  ,kiy  would  m.t  come 
10  an  end  withtiut  her  B....ing  m.^re  of  h.-r 
•lUonAim  iMlmirer.  In  thi«  •he  waa  not 
tniataken.  for  it  waa  atUl  aarly  wh»n.  w^ih 
a  laug-hln*  apology  to  hia  hovte.;  fo" 
putting  in  an  unauthorli...!  appeiinince 
^M-.*"'","fu  »«■"""""'"  walke,J  into  th^ 
miam  of  the  group  a»a.»ml>U.<l  n.utwl  the 
l>orch.  tmicupa  In  hand.  and.  iiuickly  find- 

withdrawn    from    the    reat.    he    place.1    a 
<hair   for  himaelf  by   her  aide      ""  "'    * 

...Tlll.^'^P''**  r^"<^'-»»  to  whlc»>  he  had 
mibjected  hia  oouain  Molly  h«d  mt  elicit- 
tVJ^.K  *"  '"''"'mat Ion,  but  enough  to  give 
him  the  lead  he  wante,!.  Her  governeaa 
***  '•-ruinly  Mlaa,  and  not  M«  h"^ 
Iton.  he  little  girl  declare*!.  She  had 
i^-'y  '""«  her  father,  and  Molly  thought 

actually  aeen  her?-and  did  he  not  think 
h«r  very  very  beautiful  ?  Bhe-MoHy  - 
thought  Mlaa  Hamilton  the  moat  b^utl- 
rul  and  accomplUhed  penwin  ahe  h«d  wer 

fctL,"",^  ^^''^nl'l*  ^"^"'  htmaelf.  Her 
fcther   had    told    her   ahe    was    a    perfect 

mueh  lik«  her  aa  poa«lhle.  and  a.)  on.  till 
It  beca,me  evident  to  her  llatener  thW  hit 
little  coualn  cherlahed  a  profound  ndmir" 
•ition  and  affection  for  her  j'viung  ore- 
oKn.*'^  **  '■"'"^  ^^'  '■'"^  mu^h  in'^ht. 
"I  wonder  if  you  know  how  glad,  how 
u!Z,>V^^  ,  am.  to  rne«.t  you  again.  Mlaa 
Hamilton.  In  aplte  of  the  aridnemi  of  t<he 
^L^^iT'??'!.*''?,  '^"^  ^'»*''  f^f^utPht  ua  to! 
mTII'.  ,,  ^^  •'♦•fWn.  aa  he  glanced  i»>-mpa. 
f^'.^*"''-,.'''  her  btack  gown.  "Often  a. 
r  trle<l.  w<h<.n  at  home,  I  have  never  he^ 
able  to  hear  anything  of  you," 

f,.^L'",r'*'"*',  "'  y""  to  be  ao  glad."  re- 
.„JJ!ir?  1^*''^  '"."  """^  y"  <■<"  "There  have 
inaeeKi  bf^^n  sad  fhangea  amce  we  ptirted 
at  Zermaitt.  I  had  no  idea  t^int  my  em- 
ployer waa  your  uncle.  But  then,  you 
Know.  I  have  acarcely  ever  .ipoken  to 
nim.  He  la  muoh  aiway.  and  when  at 
h<jrme  we  aeldom   me<"t," 


^ 


*>r    Jaiiiva    la    my    muiiivr  ■    brut,»»r. 

but  wt'  li,i\«'  aviri  \.-i>  llltiv  .»f  i^i.^l, 
utiH-r    ■    Kitil    lUililii  \V..    ari'   4>iiiy    h.-it- 

nww  iK-uu**-,  on  rt.-..Mirii  .it  luT  li..iltii 
my  rtwthBr  is  a.|vi«.^t  i..  iibihf  li.i  >\;u\» 
m  III.*  ii<-iirhtM>rt)<Miij.  .iriU  ■•<>  uii<  )•<  oftfr- 
jU  I.,  put  h«r  up  until  »..  orti,  iiiiJ  14 
runi»«-  I  r«tt  <li»wn  I.,  ht-li.  |,„r  in  tlif 
■•■arch.  .nHi  •ottlr  iiir  in      I  ,1111  au„  4,^,1, 

l'L_'V,'''"  *  "♦  •'«  "••  •"«►»«  *e«k«  fp.m 
now. 

An  ixfcj  blank   fM-lin*  <nm«'  t>v.T     >ra 
m»  i*hv  h^-urd  tliu,  i.m   Hui,in  w«nt 

!>••  ><m  know,   4  nuihien  vvt.i  rt'tiirin- 

r„''-"'I'.."'  r*^  ';'•".'•  "*'•''  "'••  '«•»»  -vt-n- 
liju.  wh.'n  1  Itiokmt  in  to  int«Tvirw  Minm 
Warii.n  I  .-.uilU  not  unU.n.tun.1  it  th.-n 
but  1  .V.  no*  1  niu»t  tiiivi.  f,.ii  you  nr^tr 
III',  for  I  .uii  .lult..  .rrlaln.l  lil.l  not  «r. 
you  or  hMi.r  jrour  nAm»  mention-.l 
1^  .'^*"  "!>"»"'«•  ■  »«i*«  Voni.  in  u  »iiiriit- 
ly  '  n»i.arrii»iKHl  tonp.  for  on*-  or  t»««  i».i>- 

f.ln  T^r,?  ^-»»'''""«  ^"•«-  ""«!  her  o.«u,.in- 
ili  -,.1'.'"-"'^  <uruiu»iy  •  lliwh,  ■»«  luW- 
Sn«Tn»"*  *"''""'«  ••■•turv.  «omei.n..  la 
l«y  th.»  tlm#  th*  mwato  wua  over  ipjod- 
niriia  wisTf  »)..in«  »huI,  ..nd  with  ;i  »..n. 
arul  bow  that  incTurfM  Robin,  V..m  wrnt 
inu,  vhe  houa.*.  but  not  l,..f„rr  ho  hiiij 
louml  an  (ipiairliunty  to  whlawr  'I 
thouirht  of  you  till  thp  tim*  thitt  »on«  w,im 

nil   It   wua  rniirti 

fhi.l*'hJ*  ^^\  '^''  *""^  fhftrnwnf  In.y 
«f,i  vJJ"'f  ":  '"•,:"'•-•■■  If  «nytTiin«/ 
■BKI  \*ra  to  h.T»«-lf,  M  ahf  laid  »i.t 
h*-u<l    on    lier    pillow.      "I    mij»t    b  •    cnraT 

wa.;"  '[fr;^  '*";•'"  *'"  «^t  *•-  'n.^xr, 

had  thnt  iKTt  of  intuition  of  my  nvar- 
nf*»      I  fancy  not." 

Miiafer  Robin,  on  hia  part,  aa  he  jwctMi 
tHe  garden  patha  nnd  dnink  In  the  co,7 
?i^ *./'■".*'■'"••■*'   "^    »^"'   *''-e«.«..   that    rua- 

v"5;„  ""*  '■  un<"han»Pd.  my  beautiful 
V^ra,  moro  beautiful  than  pvm^  'nhJ 
only  ,iri  In  the  world  for  me.  and'  .he  it 
rre«  :  .he   mu»t  be  free.     What  en n  have 

r„^  t  f  "?*.  '  "'"^  '"  detest  hlni 
and  I  alwftys  had  an  idea  i»he  didn't  care 
much  for  him  either;  If  waal.er  fath- 
er a  doln*.  (Jod  rrant  I  in>t  back  Kife 
'n;;"  Africa  UKHln  thia  tlm'VT  and  I  may 
!tl,,l  "iy  •■  "'••'""'•»'     ••Ircumatnncea  have 

t  ncle  Campbelli,  heir.  That's  aa  it  murht 
way.    I    muBt    let    her    and    I'ncle    Jamea 

m^tt^"'',n  -u  *""'''  ""'y  "'"Wllca^e 
matterw    to    iTiAke    a      secret      of      that  " 

i^'SV,''"'  ,V"'^^^    >•"""''   '^""w.   n«    he 

KnmwUHlffe  that    he    wa«    re»tlnir   beneat'h 

in*cUonl  "^  *'  ^^^  '•'"'*'  «'  ^'"  '^•'^«*' 

••MothOT,'    he  began,    aa    he    sat    heotde 

momi  V.-r  ^'"'K'-"!.  t«hl^  ..^n  Su^daC 
mommy,  r  have  made  a  dlaoovery  The 
tody  who  come*  here  every  dav  to  t^a'-h 
aio.4j,  and  wlio  iivea  at  the  Moor  House 


5 


!•  th»  wime   M.a-   llnintiton   »e  ritrt    yeara 

V^!;  .*"'","  .T'"*  !t""  •'•'>'!»«  4t  z.nii*.ti 
.'7i  *     '.•.'"?"'  *■■"•  •'"  "'»  '•"  it.^- 

MiM  ILuMilion  ■     V„u  .,rr  dre,»nM,.*    Rob- 
in        I  »im  rnire  t  «ImII  <Io  no  au.h  ibit»« 
e«cUitn«1   Mr.    f'U.ipbrii.   i,*»»ily  iMitirnB 

did  no.  Ilk.,  ihr  arirl  r  ..Iwuv,  tiHo,irbi 
hep  pre«umin«  and  in.jn.-*!  lo  f...  for»"t.l 
with  yourw  nun.  ,ilth.«j»h  aii..  w.ia  mul 
«0  be  en»tt«rd  U,mui,^  Molly  a  «or*r 
neM  cann..!  b..  that  Mlaa  llaniilt.,"  Her 
rather  wit*  „  wralthv  iii.m  and  ah.  would 
have   no   need   tn  earn    her  br.a.1 

«»„^T  r.'"  •»>"•'«'"€  "'  Molly  a  |.,.iv  ..on,, 
jwnu.n  *  put  in  S^ir  Janua  •  i>„i  y ", 
-ay  you  kn.,w  h.T.  Hob,n  >  Th..n  1.-  V," 
tell  y.,„  y.,„   h,,,,^    ,   „„,,,  .admirable    ind 

'liwintance  i«  nn    h..nor  to  any.mt. 

Cam^iUi'"''  '^-"'"  •'""•-  -  •  ""«^»"  M" 
br!!!!,"!:    '.'.7  ^''•'»«'   Mary."    mimi.k..d     h.-r 
.m      ni    '   ''""^  :'"   "•-""    •'^"""    ""'I'll. 

,  tone  ^ml\"»"'  '^'"  r"'"«  ''"'y-  f'»<l'«? 
at    one    time.    Ihou»h    ahe    la    probably    n,M 

aware  ,rf  rh*  fact      |f«r  famil)-  la  a«  «md 

a-  our  own      Hh.-  .ofTj-red  a  «re,:,",'arm. 

ier  ^,"i^''  ''•••,"'  WMlth  and  poaitlon  af. 

llTJl  ••"ir«K.-<l    f..    a    couain    of   rhe   wi.nM 

nanve  aa   her  .iwn  "  ""-"w 

;;VVhy    haa   he  not    marrtwl  her,   then  •»" 

certain      hat    the  en^an, ment   «fll|   exia<a 

»*>lf    hlBhly    fortunate    in    havin«   ae..iiril 

ly   potnnoua  faahlon       "Ry  nil  m.ana  cill 

jr^?«t  kr„.i"nT;"""  ^'"^- ' "  wLuid'hiJ 

JLiM  J*  ""  ?"*?  prnp«^  attention  on  your 
part  Now.  I  think  of  it,  I  will  take  th* 
opportunity  of  your  pre,ience  In  mv  hou« 
to  auk  her  to  dinner,  and  ahe  and  MolTJ 
"Jfy  •*•  *••!'   take  their  Iunr.he..n  with   ul^ 

,.«2;^*JilIi  f "  ?*  ""<*'  »™tmed  and  dlM- 
^^"/r'.  '2*'o '"'".'  ^"  *""!  heard  ••Whnt 
JLeh""?/ /.r""'*  '"^  thinking  of  to  let   h^ 

h!!'^.-    '*"^'"«    hi,   fbrt    Into    tlhe    c„mn    of 

It  ^'™!'  ^*'  ""''  hnooklnR  the  walklnK- 

»flcka   about    Irritably     ,a   he   aelertTd    hTa 

2^Wi/v;""^ri:"'**'u''  ^'^^'^  ^Iwaya^^nt^J 
hS.  fh^^JT,  ■'I^J^'*  r^"'>''hinir  about  when 
he  thought   of  OeofTry   Hamilton        'Afte* 

and  III  try  my  luck  all  th«  aame,"  h« 
continued  mnn fully.  "Uncte  Jamei  win 
be  on  my  aide  ;  there'll  only  he  the  mum 
voL':^*;T''.^''^'"i*  "•^*-"  '"'"'1  the  C7e 
itIfleH  n^^^L""  u*  "'  ^^^  r>evon«hlre« 
leave  for  a  few  months,  and  he  knew- 
.'}Cr_'rt:r':-^h^^»"^tV.'^  ttioae  day^of 
^aimy  ^^'-"•'^  ^:fn  any  d«ifree  of 


2b. 


n 


«iiAi-r>;n  rii 

It,.     |M.ii*r-«iue     tiiu«    |».rt.|,    .  (urn  h    !J 
It    wn.    ^      I     .  .       **■    "'*^    M«M<r    lltniav 

<»li«hi«i  ■.»   h,t  'liiLiiliin,   .in<    .i«    th<- 

wwy.  »'"*'«>  "•*!>  .i.rt'fully  ..y,  .,,   ,,^r 

^i<  «ir  J«m«  !„„„  h«.l  .l^r«*l  .„h.^. 


m.rn''Tn:;"^.:--";'T  -^^  '^;:'  ,te 

to'  r hr'.qr 'i-^;,,:'-";''    p**'"    -in.  down 
^KinK    Mi«.    I  .im  rto"n    tr/^^'f"  ^'"  ""'*' 


c»)nvonl..nt  MolIv-n>J  i,  ^'  '"'"'  Molly- 
the  foll.Vwin.  m  .^Z      """■•■  PrrmlHPn  on 

ir:^Zn"'^hrh^;;r„^"i'^  rn  fr;  ":■  ^'- 

"I  cnmp  (Vivn  ^rt„  ,  1"  '"''"•«il  tono. 
h«T>o  of  Becunn*  r^.J".'*  "'f^^*  *"  '»«" 
J^TworeTo^a  lo^^'U;:.'-"""-    ^"^ 


n    r.Jfn.*  1^!^.^  •••»'i»«  r,-.„,  »f  y.,.,r  ,.wn. 

-ij  .i""'  "**•  '•*  ""  •'vt-nin*  .1(1,1  iiA 
-w>!^'7  '•  "••  '""  "»  vuii  '/■  •*■ 
•fT  I  h*';'  '""  *"•'•  >^'""->tf  ihrn  -  • 

th^T'o7T"5,',.:7' F"'"*  ';•  """"•«• 

Er  r-  •--•  "-^  ';;iiu?::.f-^:?,'  ,;;'.• 

oMrrI.1  ..'^liinr:'  ».'♦""■•'  .-V^  I  w*. 
bHn.  ;,..„,, JlfV*'  '•►m.Hif  ,1ir«-,|v  ,f,,, 
uT  ™    S2L       .     '"   '"'^    '■•«'mrnt       W..  nut 

•»n.l#h<  off  to  tl5*  rjji*  •^'^"^  "f^l^rw! 
bhtn'r-  '"•'■"  "*"  •^^"•*  '"  Afr-.M.  too, 
■lAk^T;  r."*".  "^  '">'  '•"Wtnont    v>l    nrrttv 

low-r   foni"  *         "'•''^     ""*""     "    « 

•'O,    I  wna  on   Ih**   ali^k  Hat    if   t,i      >• 
*  ;^rn  touPh  of  f..v^    v.nTkn  «    ...^'*„' 
fj-llow  hn.lnt   rr.nrh  rhnnW  to  nlT^i  '^^A 

l«v'  •■'"*'  '  "'»■  '^'nf>««  h.'m/,n  «iok 

••You  nrp  w#ii  now  •••• 
Oh.  y9«.  nn  tVt  iia  •v^r   <in«1  km>n  ».>  _„• 
hork    to   ih.-   fmnt  •'  ■*' 

■•It  la  hnrd  on  your  mot  hep.'  wvi,]  v-r-, 

on'J;!f.r\^'h':,/^.^  ""«"-'>•   -»-•    --t    •-'• 
"Poor  old    mum  '.     Tea    it   la   rA,.«.K      _ 

v.|"-..Ar>t^rhVrufr:i.^^  •••  ---^^ 

fully."   '"'""•   "*"'''••■   '■•^'^'^    her   wiat- 
"Shall  rmi  conault  the  cnminltv  !>•»   «n 

Pn^^r^    'V'"':  ^V   a    B-KM-   hiill..f  "•      n?,? 

irtt,7"x::',^^/:r,r;' "'"  ^-"^  "^-"^  - 

Into  thP  .irtvp  with  her  yi^urxK  n  n>il       ^ 
that    took    poa^:^»|„n      of      hw       ,t      th^ 


I 


I 

I 


iK^  «„:  «7!'H'''    >•*•    •"•*"    •"    •••M.,Mr...r 

hT/rnrriu?' ,:;'"::  ,''••:  *•,""•  «"•""* 

v!JV"*"'''  ''*'»  "^"M  «•••■  ''»«»  Ihat  fll 
"v.<t«ii«n  immm  <>ih«r«  ' 

hl^.-J7   rL'iSJ"  '»«"«-'■      «"'!   V.r..  ,.ull«t 
•  ;lmlr«i,  why  iPi  11,0.1,  Molly  » 

JMI»rh.       .■.iwn.ml    thr   rhil.l    with    n    ,L    7 

S■^.: ;' ;;t:^a?::"';,,^-1••:,' ^  rr 
sS  *  :i  ^r  v-k;";:.,  k  ...vr 

S.-Ti.    "^""^    *""'    rf»tirc     to    wtudv    W.T., 
»ulur  -.Jnm!..r'\,.!  id  .,^'"  >t';  .•  'tLilu^J'- 

hi.l    fl..vo.l.)T>rd    and    »tr.'nirthono.i    in     .?■ 


*.  *  .,.,11..  ..,,n.  I.  „in   ,^tl  t»ad  4B.I  ,  „U|. 

^uu.',.'"*,  •"•    '"'••"•"'•'     HI."  «.U  r.tTy    t- 
in«  turn  niriiu  ^,  n,,,  ,,„,,,  ,,;„.',  "■*'^" 
jwnu.n  .,f  ul.l,   V,n»   f.,i,„.|  h^m.  w  i.,ikiK« 


"m."?  .","«.'""  '»^"'-"'*-  ■'*»4":m;,-«;',.7 

n..«r.,.*|-'r  i.>*..r.U  hmV  '" '*'    * 

„'■""» /.^  '*••'"•••  "'  •■   li'««,in  -•   |,«  iwh- 
«I  If    I    niiai.ikt.    n.,1      ii    r.  f.  r.    l.Ti 

f'.'i'r.'rT :.'[  vr"'  *-■ ""  -'•  1-"-^  . ;;: 

^hK.f,,..n.|    Mm.    ih.„„i,.,„ '7.,    J   .n^ 

III. II    ntl     Ilia    vi    iin    In    ,,     iiiiKlt        Ul.l      tiir 

i\T:u,Tn:'  •"-"••«•»"*-  tr..ii:;,;'  4: 
.;.r/.h^^'"«:K..'-..,::;:^'"^L:';;;'  ti'^' 

hu^ '.tuH-.!  'v;r  .^^•.;"r!,;■Tr.;••rr..  --r: 

'i.w   V       .,.;  *■""  '"   ''"'l'"rt;lf,.l   th..     my 
■.►r  hiuiiming  th,-  mmi,  r.-fr.Tln    _.'"*' 


If  ilHTf  wax  liny  lnt.-ntl..n  ..f  provoking 
un».v.»,n.;««  „r  <-onfu»i.,n  by  tht-  qu,4t  on 
*.   |.ul>ll<ly    put,    Mm.    Campbljl    waa   rt  J? 

a  Wiy    w.Hld.n*.   much   I.hj  guy   tor  tne  to 
was   not    fnp   younir   man    'it   r>n..  n».>^ 
wvnt  on  IHT  toni'ontor. 

vJa  'in'^ih    •'"K"*'^    to    me,"     returnt-d 
v«^a    in    the   itamo    mdiff.n-nl    ton*-      "it 
was    my    fathiTH    wish,    but    thrV-nirio-.. 
m^nt   ha,  bo.^   Klv^n  up  by  mutua7r<?n 
Who'  for^  i.^''^"'"*  „«;l"nclnK    at    Rob  ". 
Tr  m      ^,'^l'^  ^""PotmihW  to  raise  his  eyei 
Trom   his  plate,   stho   turn«Kl   to    Mollv  -inrf 
bo|fan   txj  ,  l8cu.H«  a  picnic  wTilch  had  bc"n 
arrar.K<.,i   for   the  followlnK  day. 
Roi^rJ***'^  "'?  care-sho  does  not  care- 
Robin  was  s.iyin«  ovw  and  over  luri in  in 

Slur;*"ii!';\"'":-     '"^^^  mumV^me'S 
f^l      turn  without  meanlnjr  It.   In-  show- 

n"f  h^.n^'lJ^^n,^^''   '"  ""'  «'  ->^   ->'    -'^ 
And   after  that   the  younjr  soldier  rvin 

Sr»oi?    ''    f"''Venlent      dl!»tance      of     The 

f.^r;^U"!,f''sna^m'^:'rhaf.{i^eV}-- 
h«J  i,'n';^'d^pS;:^rT'""   "'^   "    -^''^^'- 

nnTllf^K^^*^*,^*"^'^  a  comfn.rtable  little 
Pnt  ^;  ''^  .*"'^-  "«  ''as  so  much  etijoyt 
i?.^»,""'  ,J^'«'a«int  family  life,  which  was 
no?  lndu^"?fn*''  '"■'"■  Why, should  tJ^^y 
r  ji;^,^:.^  iJXn^ed'^Sf  The'^rp'p'^^ch^n"! 

^*  .u  \?'^'^'»  iiprial  refusre  on  the  roof 
of  the  Moor  House.  Indeed,  he  hadTn 
one  occasion  coaxal  Misa  Mkrten  to  b" 
Mffne  his  .accomplice  In  InvadlnTheS^  r^- 
IrohM.'ii^;  had  thought  that  lady  V«h- 
?h^"?.-,  T"""  »he  had  remained  with 
them  until  it  had  been  time  to  descend 
to  their  resi>ectlve  rooms.     Havin«    how- 

Tn^  one  inv^it*^""^*^  o'  '"''  opportunitv. 
I^If  erti?n  i';  I''*"'"?-  '^"""f  '"^de  him: 
b?  mo?,n;i5  ,K  *'*'/  ^'bf^reabouts.  he  bold- 
ly mounted  the  st^eep  ittle  .staircase  nn,i 
P^'-^sented   himself,   chair  in   hand^i   her 

I  ■t^■^-o':;^,^T^-,,^^>•J"»-ion  when 

£.?,^„i     ■.;*    '   "^   envelope,    the     Import     of 
Which    Vera   puessed   too   well 
=^oi/""  -ire^oinfr  to  leave  us.  then  •>••  ohe 
said  in  a   breathless  voice,  ' 

les.     1  am  gjolngr.  and  at  a  verv  eariv 

|"row'n^"on  ^'^^-ujrt- ICrff-l 
-^^'^;o^'^/^^.^;^^'vc^e\;^^ 


«a.y.      IIw    brain    w;w    In    a    whirl      tiia 
moon,   and    hills   and    sunset   «kv    M,;.med 

wl  her  head  a«UJe  and  clowni  her  .-v,«  f,  r 

"nru,r  ."^  '♦"^'  '"^^  'r" '"  J^'^  -^-T! 

wareth..   h  .;    "^^'^^^^^n    »h«    lH«:aim4 

ware  that   her  hand*  wvre  being  heJd  in 

a   warm   clasp,    that  she   was   raSlnK  into 

scarcely  ■«•«.<  for    twin»,    while    Hobin    ws  « 
tnpetuou»ly  pouring  out  the  sCj^y  "f^s 

yuaru  .igu,   a.nd   deolanng   ihuf    n«ive,r   r.ir 

«wervJi[  fnl  ^'^     J^"**  ts'^'and    *ao^' 
awerved   from  her.  that  she  had   been  his 
star,   his  Idejil  of  all   that   wiirh.«,?.i?,.? 
and  g.>od   and  that    in  s^te  of1ha\  S 
Iton    fe  low.    he   had   aliways   ha      a  ^^'^i 

ne  sa  j,     and  I  have  nev-er  failed  t<.  o-kt 

*EvU  7,r'^^  J'  ^  trit^'hanj-'en^ugh.^'** 
Even  this  audacious  sUitenu-nt  dall  n«it 

K"^^"  ;'i"ii  ■■;'»"?'  ^E'""  V^"'-  H«r  ton^ui 
hTr  lands  -.ni"  h"''*"  'fl^  u™"  wlthdmw 
HTL  ,?  •  "".^  **'*  •''mile  her  tear-brim- 
med  eyes  and  tremlUIng  mouth  flashed 
hen  ","'•   ,*^"«'""a«r«l    the    bold    w-oo^"to 

h^  .  "  ^*''",  "^'t  «l^"«'<  to  me.  Vero  mv 
he<irt  s    Uurl  nif  ■>"    went    nn    .i,      ;      .    ' 

CHAPTER  IV. 

nlfh[''7t  'h^^^,""*  P*^P'*  ""Tiarat^d  that 
niKbt.    it    had    been     decided    tint      rXkii™ 

wo„  1.    weioome  his  darling  with  dell^hr 

thot    ot,    t  .Know— I   have   alwa:iis  known— 
that   she   does  not   like   me.      She   haVnl 

™*!mhn.nce^  '"'"  *'^'"'  '^'"^^"^  ^'  ^^  -^ 

onl^^^s  ^'r'j;;ried'"'i^^  '■•''^  '•«^»'-  a  sad 
It  was  not  only  \ry\i,  mv  sweAt  «►,« 
never  thought  anyoiie  g^  T^S^gh  r 
was  a  pennile**  chap  in  those  d^  and 
»he  belie^ned  you  to  be  rlchH^nt  1^,.^^^ 

ii2"i  I j'l^m' penniless  now." 
But  things  have  chaniged  with  me.  Do 
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you  tw.t  know  my  couwln  George  ia  d«iU 
juul  I  am  h».if  to  Sir  Colin  I" 
..S^'   Wobii, '    I  am  aorry;" 
Nay    luiy,    my    Vwu.    it   l«  Juat  aa  It 
»lH»uW  »>*•.     There  U  a  grey  oW  caitlTuD 
in  the  n«>rth  to  which  f  u'n>»  onTday  to 

n  poor  Uwrge'B  place,  and  »lvei  mo  the 
ncome  h,.  enj,y«l.  «,,  you  »4.  I  am  quit* 
lndepen.Jent  of    my    motht^r.   and   can   af- 
ford   to    marry    aa    I    pl«j»e.      The   mum 

round  and  Jove  you  for  my  tsike.  till  »he 

Burance  V  ei-.i  waa  content.  »hp  wiu.  in 
truth  too  full  of  her  nt-w-fuunti  m^l" 
n<-m,  Hha.U.w.^l  as  it  wa«  by  th.-  ,  mid 
of  approachlns:  paning.  to  »iv,.  much 
thouKht  to  minor  questions.  " 

up  to  Ihe  Uracken»  on  the  following 
morning,  kn^w  that  he  hnd  no  p  Su 
tnsk  lH.f,vre  him.  and  he  was  <liplor  atu- 
ono."*w,V,'  ."!.'"'♦•  "'•"  ''nno.mc^Xnt  at 
toKMher  "   '""*""'■   '■'"'*    ""^'*^   ^■'"■'' 

Sir  James    mn^ratulated      his     n««Dhe^w 
.h"',"!  y.  a«iurln«  him  that  h;«  choice  did 

■M^  o  ^  r*f?  Wished  from  thp  first  ' 
Mtw.    Campbell,     however,     sat     pnle    "md 

'■"^■A-  J',^*'  ^^  ^y"*  fl««'<l  on  her'^late 
And  have  you  no  word  for  me    motli. 

h^.^  •Pvf^.lf^r  '^'","-  '"^"^  hL^halTd"  on 
fH^Vi.  h*"^*^'  ***  ''^'^'■«  ^'ways  been  »uc1. 
friends,     have    we     not  ?      Will    vou     not 

rnd\HU  '^^PP'n*«*-wm  you  not  werc«me 

am  8^vl^,r*yoi^'^-'    ''"^'^   *'"  ^^*"'^»^^'"-   ' 

«,3.V''  ^f*^'"-"  »he  returned,  after  a 
minutes  pause.  "We  have,  its  you  sqv- 
been  KiMitTfriends.  You  alid  your  weV 
fare    have    ever    been    my    first    thought 

w^fe  m%^fJ2-.^'*''^  *"  "^y  ^^^'^^  "»  your 

v«?.l  ii  .  '*"'**^~y""'  ^ho  migrht  make 
lend  !-  a'non^t   the   high^t   iiTlhe 

"My    dear    Mary,"    put    in    .Sir    Jam« 

■«;•-"  supposing  you  are  rlffl,t.   wha?^l?: 

ter   choice   could    the    boy    make  'Where 

^J\^\^^JP^  *  ^'^y  ^"'^t*^  fitted  by  bIrJh 
and  breedli  "  to  be  his  wife  than  iMi== 
Hamilton  ?  Vhere  could  he  find  a  f^r^ 
or  a  srweeteir  bride  '  •  rairer 

m  "?^\  ^^  are  Infatuated,  Jame«-taken 

i?.r^  h^'^"L^"^  ""  «■"  ""-"  are."  re- 
turm^d  his  sister.  "Well.  Robin  i  can 
aay  no  more.  You  are  your  own' mai^? 
^nd  can  marry  whom  you  will.  You  are 
on  the  point  o«f  leaving  us  for  a  ix.st  of 
danger,  and  I  wish  not  to  embUtTour 
'^:l,^^y'^  together  by  quarrelling." 

ll^-"y.  ^"^  ***  ^"-      ^«  whispered  co^x- 

"Nay.  I  cannot  go  as  far  as  thait  "  «ih» 

responded  coldly.      "I  cannot  foreet   f,h2? 

kJ  r'^iJ,*'*^-  ..!**  ^^^^-  turning  again  to 
Sir  Jnmea.  "that  the  future  I.ady  Camp^ 
^^7''  *2  "  ">"**  he-9hould  continue  in 
your  service  as  Mollys  governess  ?" 

ed  ^h^'^tA^.SllS^^  *>'  **'*it,"  interrupt- 
wi=,<^  "•.,^*^''**®^"^  Sir  James.  "Vera 
wishes  to  do  .so.  and  reailv,  uncle  we  do 
not  .se«  What  else  she  cah  do     unll^"J^ 


he.ltalH.,Iy_"my  mother  will  re<-,Mv« 
1  ;  ,  *";"  *•'■»•  '-i'nipbell  Mhook  her  head 
de«l«lvely.  and  Robin  Went  on  ;- "She  has 
no    hon.e.    UH   you   are   aware,    ami    M." ^S 

iih?'..     '^'"*   IP   I'onore^   and    useful    life 

that  if  you  appi>jve.  the  fact  of  our  eii- 
gagement  .hull  b«  known  only  to  you 
two.  and  things  can.  for  the  prWnt  wo 
on  exactly  tihe  »ame."  P'^^^ni.  go 

if  "i.fr*v. '**'.. "''J'^'t'""'  Indeed,  I  believe 
it  Will  be  the  wl»«^  plan."  xaid  Sir 
Jame«.  and  I  do  not  think,  my  b^y.  you 
will  have  any  cauae  to  n-givt  I.-avin« 
your   treasure   in   my  charge  during   y.ur 

^'7,Tvi^^'"-  7^","  the  hour  appl-ou'h- 
e«l  for  Vera  a  arrival  at  The  Brackens  air 
Jan  .^  himself  •A.-alk.-^l  out  with  hi 
rwphew  to  meet  her.  and  there  wj  s  no.,h 
ing  wanting  in  his  kmd  an  f7iih"r"v  con' 
gnituiutlona    and    words    of  V-  ^d  [il    weU 

coTr';.^v'h.?r;7'  ""•  '*:'"•  -'dSimu-L 

"u.??*^4  ^*^  '♦-'<1  '>er  to  his  own  gute. 
But  Just  a  word  of  advice  mv  dfsir 
>-oung  lady."  he  added,  reuin  ng  her 
hand.  "You  mu*t  not  n  Ind  a  ui"f  cokU 
ne«.  at  first  from  Robins  mother  She 
has  had    him  all   U.   herself,    you  see    and 

r  L'   "m'J"*'-:  •^'"•'"'f  him   'wiVh   >^u       He 
has  all  her  heart.  »,  by-and-bye  shv  w'lii 

^Z  'i'^U^py"""  "^"^■^'-  '-••  "•-■"•-  '-» 

Molly  ,nto  the  dining-room  a  lunThw^ 
t  me.  and  very  wistful  and  pleading  was 
the  l,K>k  she  direct*^  towards  Robin's 
mother  as  »he  ae,iteil  hers^  f  but  v  ™ 
Campbells  cold  glance  and  bend  of  t^e 
head  was  exactly  the  same  a."  usua  and 
the    girl    could    only    hope    thsa     thouSh 

Jrin% .?■*'''  "?'  '"  ^''^  the  r«>.gn  tlon  and 
friendliness   between  them   which   she  He 

n^I''%'^"y-  *"^  ""  'ts  varied  emotlo^" 
and    Vera" t^k  T"?*^  to,>  quickly."'Sin 

?"««-•  l>*ing  invited  'to  driVe  ^h  h^; 
fa  her  and  aunt.  And  the  next  momiiTg 
qiilte  earjy  the  young  soldier  tore  him* 
self  away,  and  proceeded  to  London  t^ 
"P^^  P-I-Paratlons.   which,   tog^er Tith 

t^t  on  v'  .w'^^':;'-  ^x^^^P'^l  him  sS  m^ch 
n/JiL  V  J  two  days  remalnwl  for  fare- 
wells before  the  one  on  which  Sie  miwf 
rep.^ir    to    Southampton       Vem     tTio^ihf 

th2^  ''"  ^•L"'«'  ions  «he  would  remember 
the   mmgled  sweetness  and   bittemSS  of 
those^two    days,     hut    they    w^^t^lf? 
7r"^^\  ^i«  such  days  always  ar7  anTlhe" 
drpded    moment    of   parting    came  "^  and 

ori^T'T^r^l^  ^^  patient  with  t^e  mum.  and 
pray  for  me.  sweetheart,"  whi«w>ered  RoV. 
in^^as   they    clashed    handlf^'i^e 'll^t 

••Evep'  hour,  with  my  every  thoue-ht 
^,^hl!;  J?.^  returned,  with  a  brave  smile 
on  her  White  lips,  and  in  another  m  nute 
her  lover  w-a.s  gone,  and  then  V«pa  i^v 
cused  from  her  duties  for  that  dnT  took' 
her  aching  heart  to  her  favorite  hiding^ 
t'^onV"^  '^^nt  over  again  in  Invagina- 
tion the  hours  they  had  .ST>ent  to^.thk" 

in    .1    ttrw   days    life   at    Kiix-roft    -,^ttled 
back  into  its  old  routine,  and  but  f<ir  the 
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lolttTH   wlUch    came   to    lit-r   l.y   .-very   „,,. 
a  .In  ;.M       'v!*^  '"^^^  app«ar«l  to  VV-m  a« 

kn.^.  •\  •'*  »'«n'^''l''<l  lln«-«  written  "nh^ 
hv  v.,  '^  Jru.nhi<a<l~by  lunt..-rn  light,  or 
I'y  th.-  cam|.  lire.  lUihin  always  found 
*.m..  nusinn  of  writing  an.l  «..ndin«  th, 
^tt..,>,,  w-hich  lu.  knew  would  br  ni  Joy 
inu.  a  pair  of  d.-«r  dark  .-y,.*  at   l?>nu. 

f ur'^^^.r^vl'*'  "V  '."""*'•"•  '"^■'"«  iind  hop'.; 
uif  h  ,  i/"''  c"h..-t.ry.  He  always  siKjice 
kl.ki^  ;  L^-riT"    t"*^    contented    and 

n?n,i,);.   ;*»,  ''**i   *"'     *'''•*"•     ''•"♦•'•s     al 
low^  autun.n  and  winter  that  fol- 

UnconHclous  Molly  would  now  and  fhen 
comniunicato  pieces  of  intelllKonce Vi  h- 
hv^^h'^"'.'"  ''«-"^'at^'«,r  or  aunt,  and  c'ha  ter 
by  thf  hour  about  her  dear,  brave  cousin 

ion   felt    quite   a    traitor    for   keeminir   the 

litrteniriK  to  ntwa  she  could  have  t«>ld  »o 

much   better   herself,    but   she  felt  obM 

io/,^S?**'  Sir  James-  wish  that  his  young 

?HT,'';!"e^S""'.*'  "**  **•*'  '"  l^nolianc^e  un* 
til   hi8  nephews  return.     Mrs    Camobell 

lu'.rTZ^^  '"*."  "'*••  o*-n  house  Zrty 
liw  Th«'i*?fJl"'"^  °l  "J^r  ««"•  »he  rare  y 
^rty  na«  of  .^h^**^"^  Christmas  and  the 
eaiiy    part   of    the   New    Year   in    London 

fmm^'i'rr';?"?.'^''  ^*'^'^  herself  was  awa; 
^m  f„,^C.'**'"^°"  *  "lort  visit  to  aoTtie 
old  friend*  erf  her  father's,  and  then  ^ 
the  beautiful  spring  awoke    letters  from 

few  nTmt.i"'".*  o'"^*'  opportunities  for  a 
lew   minutes    talk   with     his     dau«^hters 

wi'  h?i?l"^^  ""<J  t'h«'".  and  ch^"r^'he? 
win  L'  Sv,T^'^"'*y">Pathy  and  hopeful  and 
keen-sigrhted  views  of  the  situation  but 
her  heart  could  not  fail  to  grow  heaW  as 
^ty,  TlZTrr"''  '*n<^  the*casuBh7Lti 

from  wTiH'^^i  ^'^^  '","  ""^^^  «'  '"ness. 
irom  Which  s*he  was  long  in  recoverinir 
and  during  her  tedious  convalesce  hfr 
^nJ1'n^*'^""'^«  "^«  ^han  one  an™  to 
w"»^  ''';■■  ^**  «««  Vera  and  accept  ^rom 

Xp'whichTh«7'?;  ^^""^  *"^  co'mVanl^n^ 
snip  wnich  the  latter  was  so  willinir  nnd 
ej.Ror  to  be«tow  on  Robin's  mo thef  but 
vhJ^  f^^""  obstinately  refused  to  do.  !ind^ 
the  two  women,  whose  ever  thought  w^ 
his,    bore  each    her   load   of   anxif ty  ^n 

lo"^h,n''  *'^*  ^^"Pathy  of  The  other 
/o^  fhdngs  went  on  till,  on  one  «f  those 
of  li.l''^"  '"°'-"i"««;  When  the  L-"ual  j^y 
of  living  in  such  a  beautiful  world  seem  a 
aJniost  overpowering  came  the  t«^^i!?f 
casualty  repSin.  w^hlch  vS-l  had  aTwLvl 
so  dreaded  to  see  that  she  never  aZn^ 
a.  paper  without  a  qualm  of  he^rt^i^t 
be^^i'l?^^'^?;,,""^  sugp^ed^t^^ve 
orty:irbe^;^n"'^"4V,^«^^'"l,^t^P^-,'^ 

nt^.v^i  ,*r,   ""^""R  reported  his  officer 
as   having  fallen   after   repeilling  the  ^T 
hl'^rf  I'^'^    splendid     galCt,^^     vera's 
heart  seemed  to  contract  with  ag^ny.  Shi 


could  iiot  iiw  to  read  the  word*  a  »ec- 
ond  time,  but  »at  guiing  down  the  sunlit 
valley  on  Which  h.-r  Windows  looked  Wlh 
h.wl'rTT. *'*'•'"  "r-^  ^»''  butterllles  wei-e 
t>«lM.  Which  clu»tertxl  undt-r  the  vlvi.J 
en.erald  of  the  Ur.^he«  and  young  'nr- 
?«T»k  !'■'*■.  *'"■'*  •^^{'^""'K  in  the  cloud, 
i?.-  f*"?*  *^'"*.'*-  *''**  '^'•uel  the  worJd 
was  to  be  m  beautiful,  when  Hobin,  lier 
brave,  comely  young  lover,  wa*.  y i ng 
w,jund«l  or  de4ul  on  the  burning  Africi^n 
^nt  '•hJ!;''?  ""^  thoug-ht  that  bLt  itiSf 
Into  her  brain,  and  while  «he  »till^t 
br.^u.TMTT""*'  line  fn.m  Sir  Jame.  wTi 
m^d  *  -'Ph  l"'*"-  i^  ""'  '"»«  heart.'  it 
^i'  -/h''"*'  reports  are  m>  often  false 
and  afterwards  contradicted.  1  am  on 
my  way  to  Uywn,  to  th..  War  Office  Mv 
poor  sister  Is  In  a  sad  condition.'    was  uM 

st'upu^'of'^i.lr^  ^"""^  '^'  «""  '-m*'- 

»h:;r^  jr  h'^^e7f"'^ -Ty  ^^r^E 
"'"^her--oh.  If  I  might  .mly  go  to  her  "• 
Ihen    »he    pulled    hers^^lf    togethw     and 

Miss  Mally  doea  not  know  the  i>ad 
news  of  Mr.  Campbell,  nuidam  "  he  ^ 
8erv..<l.  aoco-sting  her  re.Hpec t fully  ''iJ^d 
my  master  doe«  not  wishher  to  do^ 
at  present  ;  the  young  la-ly  would  fre?  s^ 
LT,'^^  ^?uf^y  ""»'  Sir  James  would  either 
'^"^^'l"   ^t'"  ^-^'t-nins.  or  wire  his  tiding  '^ 

Th'ank    you,    Kvans  ;    I    will    be    cari> 

^hook'hlsTrfm'':?'^  ^h"'^."^'  »>"t  Evln. 
retreated  to  M.*^^^  '""^'^  ^^''^V-  «s  he 
reireatea   to    his    own    quarters.      He   was 

an  observant  and  silent  man.   and  n<)t«t 

h.lS"?'redrt7or"'"'^Vh''"^  '^P  foT^s^^ 
h  t^'  h„  i«m  •  ^"J*  y^^riK  lady  la  hartl 
hit.  he  soliloquised,  "about  aa  hard  h\t 
as  she  can  be.  but  sh<.  takes  it  standini 

^l„.i  ^'  *™  ''•  please  God.  the  voun« 
genUeman  comes  back,  there'll  , be  a  ^* 

^^f  a   compelled   herself   to   go   through 
Moly's    lessons   as    u^M.    thougfli    ^e?y 
nerve  was  on  the  strain,  and  Juit  -^thL 
was    beginning   to    feel  'it    unbe^r^bie   = 
f«^a"t  entered  to  say  Mrs.  Cam^b^U  waS 
in  t(he  drawing:-room.  and  desi>ed     i  ^ 
her    She  rose  In   bewilderment     "   '"  *^ 
.   „A''e  you  sure  she  asked  for  me  '  "  s'he 
"?.WK^'  a'^''''^    ^'«"y   exclaimed  :- 
■•S,^^.'  ^^Hl  >*"-'^  's  '1^  In  bed.  Jane  '  " 
She  is  certainly  asking  for  Mlas  Ham- 
ton,  but  the  poor  lady  does  loSk  niortal 
'"•."\'ss."  returned  Jane  sympatlu'tSy 
and  Vera  proceeded  to  the  drawlng-roo^      • 
asj^uickly  as  her  trembling  IlnCw^SlS 

wh^o^^lV^^d  ^cSTe  t^rlS^m^^n^e? 
^ho^rhtTn^^am^"'*   ^^'"^-  ^^^--^^'^    ^"« 

f^l,  '^^^^,  '^^^  1^^1'P  co-mlng,"  said  the 
feeble,  broken  voice.  "I  could  not  send 
for  you  after  the  way  in   which   I   hive 

Ifn"^*^^?""'  ^Y^  ^  •'^^^  rl^n  f«>m  my 
Slfii  ^^  *«  ^^^  'f  y»u  can  find  forgive- 
M^^  «  ^*?}f  **^^'  'o*-  Robin's  moWier 
Miss  Hamilton.  Oh.  my  dear,  my  dear  ' 
My  onily  son  may  be   lying   dead     and   I 
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ha.vu   Uin    l.«rU   upon    luin.    and    I    kii..w 
you   love   hin..    U.O.        And    the  n«xt    ,* 
nuia  Hobia  »  mother  waa  ni  VV-iu  ,  anni 
w.-owiiK  i.ui    h«r   poor  .ort;   l.eurt     wjui.: 
U..,   tf.ri   Htrove   to   con.rorl   l.ir    "ah  lov. 

J'i>,    vNiiiUn*  'or  the  news  oX   hiii   Vhlnf 
dU   not  oon.f,   ror  whc-n  dir  Jatn"s    tJlj 
K-aiii  at  len«ih  arnv«i  it  oaly  kuu    "No 

And  then  Vera  htTHolf  took  the  invLU.i 
to  her  hotne.  and  did  .nolTeavl  her  untM 
sh^    had    fallen    asleep    with      her      h;^ 

iS^,  f  !^^--- »;-£^^ 

that  t  did  not  quite  die  away  A  few 
comnelTr'r  '"»''"^««W  Sir  Janes  of  t4* 
VvJ  :     InH  '^""''""^"""   IJ^twi-en   her  and 

^I'f  .«r  u'ii  Tii-'Uin'o^  "'ret'uT,r '1! 

not    bo    service'ihl»    f.T;    T^i  '*   fouid 

come.  andThl^refore  he  wS,    rof^r^'lT    '° 
on  sick  leave  '"^  home 
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llif    Mtation,     when-    omt,.    a    .n.-w.i     i, .  i 
;;'U.^t..l  to  «.^l..„nu■.  V.tt    rinirin*  .-hir- 

on  til...  arm  of  Vera,  as  .,n  .i  daiiKhtt-r  * 
I  am  not  gur,.  hut  that  your  woni.rt 
Ji'i  you  K-od  «ervue.  n>y  l>oy.'  ,C"r"  '^ 
Mir  Jam».«,  a*  he  and  hi«  n.-pu^w  *u  ,, 
«»•  h..r  that  evening.  •■v„„r  mo  h-.r  nU  i 
not  h.iv.,  known  and  lov.d  a  daiufht.  r  h   » 

L4Mjy    Laniph.-ii        echoed    Ro'bln 
Kven    »o.    niv    boy.      Old    you    not    r.. 
ceive    mv    n/ir..  ■'      r.i^  j^ou   ,noi    re- 

Ch  -era  f.^r  ^ ir  .,    k  ^4.  ^'"'^    '"^'    ''««H-    the 

hoT'tl''  *'"•  '^  happy  summer  at  Kirhtjlt 

ovHr'^her""."'^    "'",  '^'^^P    «^"'"»f    u    little 

hand.Hom«  w.^din«  Ve'i;^u,''b^t"l^t  ^'?^ck 
a  distinct  note  of  ch^Krin  at   ih.    m.  ,      .- 

dine-  at    Th,.    uL  „i  '^''^  '•■  luiet  wed- 

Which  was  tTt'e  thliVfomi"  ^^^'^^^^'^ 


'^   ■•••   ' "'•  "'   '""■  I"-I«iriiiient  ot   Ayrieiilliire. 


'  JCLM^: '  .^  .JTM^ 


L:c6fmiaBku._ 
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